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Dear Colleagues,

UNDG Guidance Note on Reporting on the
Millennium Development Goals at Country Level

The Millennium Declaration was an historic agreement that will shape our work in
development cooperation. The General Assembly has given the Secretary-General and the
UN system the important mandate to support national governments in the implementation
of the Declaration.

At the country level, under the leadership of the Resident Coordinator, the UN
Country Team is expected to play its full role in supporting national efforts. One aspect of
that work will be to support national monitoring of progress towards the development
goals of the Declaration.

The International Development Goals (IDGS) and the development goals contained
in the Millennium Declaration have recently been merged under the designation of
"Millennium Development Goals" (MDGS). They have been agreed by the United Nations
system, World Bank, International Monetary Fund, and OECDfDAC.

With a view to supporting your efforts, UNDG has prepared a Guidance Note on
Reporting on the Millennium Development Goals at the Country Level, with inputs from
country teams as well as UNDG member agencies at headquarters. The Guidance Note is
attached.

MDG reports are an important tool for awareness raising, advocacy, alliance
building, and the renewal of political commitments at the country level, as well as to build
national capacity for monitoring and reporting on goals and targets. The reports are
primarily public advocacy documents, and are part of a global campaign, led by the
Secretary-General, to ensure that these issues remain at the front and centre of national and
global agendas.
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As the Guidance Note explains, MDG Reports are based on the principles of:

I National ownership: each country needs to take its own steps to define how the MDGS
apply to its specific situation;

' Capacity development: to enable the full exercise of national ownership and
meaningful participation; and

'' Minimum costs and efforts, by working with stakeholders and by using relevant
material (e.g. CCA, PRSP, NHDR).

A Thematic Trust Fund for Poverty Reduction at UNDP is available to help cover
part of the cost of preparing MDG reports in those countries with limited resources; a
virtual network will be created to promote learning and the sharing of good practice; MDG
reports will be posted on UNDG’s DevLink; and a common approach for a database that is
web-enabled is being examined, based on Devlnfo.

We urge you and your Country Team to seize this opportunity and to work together
in preparing national MDG Reports. This will be a significant contribution of the UN
system in support of countries to implement the MDGs.

Yours sincerely,
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