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Sustainable cities and human settlements  (Source: UNCSD, 2012) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

134. We recognize that, if well planned and developed 

including through integrated planning and manage 

ment approaches, cities can promote economically, 

socially and environmentally sustainable societies. In 

this regard, we recognize the need for a holistic 

approach to urban development and human 

settlements that provides for affordable housing and 

infrastructure and prioritizes slum upgrading and 

urban regeneration. We commit to work towards 

improving the quality of human settlements, including 

the living and working conditions of both urban and 

rural dwellers in the context of poverty eradication so 

that all people have access to basic services, housing 

and mobility. We also recognize the need for 

conservation as appropriate of the natural and cultural 

heritage of human settlements, the revitalization of 

historic districts, and the rehabilitation of city centers. 

 

135. We commit to promote an integrated 

approach to planning and building sustainable 

cities and urban settlements, including through 

supporting local authorities, increasing public 

awareness and enhancing participation of urban 

residents, including the poor, in decision making. 

We also commit to promote sustainable 

development policies that support inclusive housing 

and social services; a safe and healthy living 

environment for all, particularly children, youth, 

women, elderly and disabled; affordable and 

sustainable transport and energy; promotion, 

protection and restoration of safe and green urban 

spaces; safe and clean drinking water and 

sanitation; healthy air quality; generation of decent 

jobs; and improved urban planning and slum 

upgrading. We further support sustainable 

management of waste through the application of 

the 3Rs (reduce, reuse and recycle). We underline 

the importance of considering disaster risk 

reduction, resilience and climate risks in urban 

planning. We recognize the efforts of cities to 

balance development with rural regions. 

 

136. We emphasize the importance of increasing the 

number of metropolitan regions, cities and towns that 

are implementing policies for sustainable urban 

planning and design in order to respond effectively to 

the expected growth of urban populations in coming 

decades. We note that sustainable urban planning 

benefits from the involvement of multiple 

stakeholders as well as from full use of information 

and sex-disaggregated data including on demographic 

trends, income distribution and informal settlements. 

We recognize the important role of municipal 

governments in setting a vision for sustainable cities, 

from the initiation of city planning through to 

revitalization of older cities and neighbourhoods, 

including by adopting energy efficiency programmes in 

building management and developing sustainable 

locally appropriate transport systems. We further 

recognize the importance of mixed use planning and of 

encouraging non-motorized mobility, including by 

promoting pedestrian and cycling infrastructures. 

 

137. We recognize that partnerships among cities 

and communities play an important role in 

promoting sustainable development. In this regard, 

we stress the need to strengthen existing 

cooperation mechanisms or platforms, partnership 

arrangements and other implementation tools to 

advance the coordinated implementation of the UN 

Habitat Agenda with active involvement of all 

relevant UN entities and with the overall aim of 

achieving sustainable urban development. We 

further recognize the continuing need for adequate 

and predictable financial contributions to the UN 

Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation so as to 

ensure timely, effective and concrete global 

implementation of the Habitat Agenda. 

 



http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1300
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1300
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/environ.shtml
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1561
http://unsdsn.org/thematicgroups/tg9/
http://urbansdg.org/
http://unsdsn.org/thematicgroups/tg9/


http://ww2.unhabitat.org/default.asp
http://www.unhabitat.org/downloads/docs/924_21239_The_Vancouver_Declaration.pdf
http://www.unhabitat.org/downloads/docs/924_21239_The_Vancouver_Declaration.pdf
http://www.unhabitat.org/downloads/docs/1176_6455_The_Habitat_Agenda.pdf
http://www.unhabitat.org/downloads/docs/407-ISTANBUL_DECLARATION_ON_HUMAN_SETTLEMENTS-Istanbul_Declaration.pdf
http://www.unhabitat.org/content.asp?cid=2071&catid=1&typeid=25&subMenuId=0
http://ww2.unhabitat.org/about/documents/gae.pdf
http://ww2.unhabitat.org/about/documents/gae.pdf
http://www.unhabitat.org/categories.asp?catid=25


http://open.unhabitat.org/projects/
http://www.unhabitat.org/categories.asp?catid=555


http://www.unhabitat.org/documents/docs/kigaliconference/Habitat%20III%20Vision.pdf
http://www.unhabitat.org/documents/docs/kigaliconference/Habitat%20III%20Vision.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/publications/policy_briefs/policybrief40.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/publications/policy_briefs/policybrief40.pdf
http://www.unhabitat.org/categories.asp?catid=767
http://www.unhabitat.org/categories.asp?catid=254
http://www.unhabitat.org/categories.asp?catid=292
http://www.unhabitat.org/categories.asp?catid=260


http://www.unosd.org/index.php?menu=17
http://www.unosd.org/index.php?menu=17
http://www.unosd.org/index.php?page=view&type=13&nr=17&menu=177
http://www.unosd.org/index.php?page=view&type=13&nr=17&menu=177
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1510
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/about.html
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1514
http://www.unep.org/
http://www.unep.org/urban_environment/key_programmes/index.asp
http://www.unhabitat.org/content.asp?typeid=19&catid=540&cid=5025
http://www.unep.org/newscentre/default.aspx?DocumentID=2688&ArticleID=9179#sthash.Gqii72Qd.dpuf
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=917
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and sanitation, air pollution and climate change etc. Since 2006, the two organisations have been 

developing a Partnership Framework with the overall goal of mainstreaming the environmental 

dimension into local, national and global urban policy-making (UNEP, 2013). 

 

 

The UN Global Compact is a strategic policy initiative for businesses that commit themselves to aligning 

their operations with principles in the areas of human rights, labour, environment and anti-corruption. It 

is also considered as a practical framework for the development and implementation of sustainability 

policies and practices offering workstreams, management tools and resources in order to help advance 

sustainable business models and markets.  

In terms of urban SD, the Global Compact Cities Programme represents  a large corporate responsibiltiy 

initiative providing a framework for translating UN principles on Human Rights, Labour Standards, 

Environment and Anti-Corruption into day-to-day urban governance and management. The Cities 

Programme supports a holistic approach to sustainability that considers, plans for and measures impact 

across four social domains: the economic, ecological, political and cultural dimension. 

  

UN-Global Compact 

 

http://www.unglobalcompact.org/
http://citiesprogramme.com/aboutus/the-cities-programme


http://ec.europa.eu/europe2020/europe-2020-in-a-nutshell/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/index_en.cfm?pg=eip
http://ec.europa.eu/research/innovation-union/index_en.cfm?pg=eip
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/smartcities/about-partnership/how-does-it-work/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/eip/smartcities/about-partnership/how-does-it-work/index_en.htm


http://www.eu-smartcities.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/europeangreencapital/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/europeangreencapital/


http://europa.eu/legislation_summaries/agriculture/environment/l28027_en.htm
http://europa.eu/legislation_summaries/agriculture/environment/l28027_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/urban/expert_group_urban_env.htm
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/doc/srv?l=EN&t=PDF&gc=true&sc=false&f=ST%2010917%202006%20INIT&r=http%3A%2F%2Fregister.consilium.europa.eu%2Fpd%2Fen%2F06%2Fst10%2Fst10917.en06.pdf


http://ec.europa.eu/environment/policies_en.htm
file:///C:/Dokumente%20und%20Einstellungen/Gerald%20Berger/Lokale%20Einstellungen/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/S1TMJGNS/Thematic%20Strategy%20on%20the%20Urban%20Environment
file:///C:/Dokumente%20und%20Einstellungen/Gerald%20Berger/Lokale%20Einstellungen/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/S1TMJGNS/Thematic%20Strategy%20on%20the%20Urban%20Environment
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/europeangreencapital/about-the-award/
http://www.mobilityweek.eu/home/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/funding/intro_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/life/funding/lifeplus.htm


http://ec.europa.eu/environment/funding/cip_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/funding/cip_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/regional_policy/index_en.htm
http://urbact.eu/en/about-urbact/our-missions/
http://urbact.eu/en/projects/active-inclusion/my-generation/
http://urbact.eu/en/projects/quality-sustainable-living/suite/
http://urbact.eu/en/projects/urban-renewal/hero/
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/thefunds/instruments/jessica_en.cfm#1
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/index_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/thefunds/regional/index_en.cfm


http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/thefunds/cohesion/index_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/thefunds/ipa/index_en.cfm
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/technology/initiatives/smart_cities_en.htm%20%20on%20smart%20cities%20Link%20doesn’t%20work%20but%20appears%20everywhere
http://concerto.eu/concerto/
http://new.eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32013R1300&from=EN


http://eu-smartcities.eu/groups
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/urban/urban_mobility/urban_mobility_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/urban/urban_mobility/
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/urban/doc/ump/com%282013%29913_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/urban/doc/ump/com%282013%29913_en.pdf
http://www.civitas-initiative.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/transport/themes/urban/doc/ump/com(2013)913_en.pdf


http://www.eltis.org/index.php?id=4&ID1=4
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/connect/en/content/dg-connect
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/connect/en/content/mission-and-priorities
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2010:0245:FIN:EN:PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/sustainable_growth/green_digital_charter/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/sustainable_growth/green_digital_charter/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/sustainable_growth/cities/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/sustainable_growth/docs/studies/2008/2008_impact-of-ict_on_ee.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/sustainable_growth/docs/studies/2008/2008_impact-of-ict_on_ee.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/sustainable_growth/docs/charter/green_d_charter.pdf
http://www.greendigitalcharter.eu/niceproject
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/connect/en/content/mission-and-priorities
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/sustainable_growth/docs/studies/2008/2008_impact-of-ict_on_ee.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/sustainable_growth/docs/studies/2008/2008_impact-of-ict_on_ee.pdf


http://www.rfsc-community.eu/about-rfsc/rfsc-at-a-glance/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/europeangreencapital/about-the-award/policy-guidance/index.html
http://www.eu-smartcities.eu/about


http://www.iclei.org/
http://www.uclg.org/


http://citiesalliance.org/
http://www.c40cities.org/
http://www.ecocompactcity.org/
http://www.worldmayorscouncil.org/


http://www.covenantofmayors.eu/about/covenant-of-mayors_en.html
http://www.iclei-europe.org/home/
http://www.iclei-europe.org/topics/biodiversity/
http://www.iclei-europe.org/topics/biodiversity/


http://www.eurocities.eu/
http://www.energy-cities.eu/
http://www.klimabuendnis.org/
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City Network History Management/ 
Structure 

Objective What it offers to 
cities 

Focus on SD 

and additional 
agencies: an office in 
Brussels and national 
and regional offices.  

indigenous 
communities; 
regional offices act in 
the interest of the 
members and 
connect different 
local, national, 
European and 
international political 
levels.  

CEMR -Council of 
European 
Municipalities and 
Regions 

Founded in Geneva in 
1951 by a group of 
European mayors. 

Two governing 
bodies: the Policy 
Committee and the 
Executive Bureau. 
The Policy Committee 
as the main 
governing organ is 
based on national 
representation; 
Executive Bureau 
takes decisions 
between Policy 
Committee meetings. 

Promoting a united 
Europe that is based 
on local and regional 
self government and 
democracy, exchange 
experience at local 
and regional level. 

Enhancing the local 
and regional 
contribution to 
influence European 
law and policy. 

Air quality, energy 
efficiency, 
employment, local 
life, etc. 

European 
Metropolitan 
Network Institute 

Created both for and 
by cities and funded 
by DG Regio. 

It works together 
with a multitude of 
institutes and 
organisations on 
urban projects. By 
collaborating with 
network 
organisations, 
universities and 

Building a multi-level 
and multi-
stakeholder network 
of people and cities; 
creating and sharing 
innovative, demand-
driven knowledge, 
both for and by 
European cities and 

Sharing of knowledge 
between urban 
professionals, 
research institutes, 
civil society, network 
organisations, private 
companies and EU 
institutions. 

Polycentric 
metropolitan areas, 
sustainable urban 
mobility, economic 
vitality, sustainability 
and social cohesion. 

http://www.ccre.org/
http://www.ccre.org/
http://www.ccre.org/
http://www.ccre.org/
http://www.emi-network.eu/About_EMI
http://www.emi-network.eu/About_EMI
http://www.emi-network.eu/About_EMI
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City Network History Management/ 
Structure 

Objective What it offers to 
cities 

Focus on SD 

institutes on the 
local, national and 
European level, EMI 
strengthens the link 
between players and 
stakeholders in the 
urban field. 

metropolitan areas. 

European 
Sustainable Cities 
Platform  

Is a project that 
stems from the 
Sustainable Cities & 
Towns Campaign 
(1994-2013) 

Movement led by 
members for the 
benefit of members. 

Aims to bridge the 
gap between 
research and policy-
making in sustainable 
development, at and 
for the local level.  At 
the Informed Cities 
fora, a series of 
conferences bringing 
together researchers 
and local policy-
makers, new ways of 
transferring latest 
scientific knowledge 
into practice are 
discussed. 

Platform is designed 
so that various cities 
and towns in Europe 
can continue to share 
their sustainability 
information and 
initiatives. 

Reduction of 
greenhouse gases in 
order to minimise the 
city's contribution to 
global climate 
change. Saving 
energy and increasing 
the share of 
renewable energy 
production are key 
issues. 

 

http://www.sustainablecities.eu/
http://www.sustainablecities.eu/
http://www.sustainablecities.eu/
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5  Summary 

After the mapping of institutions and initiatives that deal with cities within the context of sustainability, 

we found a myriad of interpretations and implementation of urban SD and its governance, stretching 

across international governance efforts to European policy strategies and worldwide city networks. 

Furthermore, city networks represent alternative spheres of authorities which help cities to establish 

sustainable patterns and challenge the traditional distinctions between local, regional, national and 

global environmental politics.  

The goal of this case study was to map the relevant players on an UN and EU level. In exploring their 

initiatives and institutions, it became clear that the Rio+20 Outcome Document serves as a main point of 

reference to further UN actions concerning sustainable human settlements. UN-Habitat is the UN body 

overtaking the greatest governance responsibility in regard to sustainable cities. Its engagements are 

mainly taking place in developing cities with a focus on social equality and sustainability. Work in the 

European Union on urban SD takes place in the context of the Europe 2020 Strategy and several DGs 

have specific responsibilities that are directly or indirectly linked to urban SD issues. By mapping UN and 

EU institutions, their efforts in urban sustainability as well as by presenting city networks, not only the 

complexity of the topic becomes evident, but also the complexity of challenges cities have to face in 

terms of environmental, social, economic, political, spatial, physical and institutional aspects in general.  

  



http://ec.europa.eu/environment/urban/pdf/com_2005_0718_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/studies/pdf/citiesoftomorrow/citiesoftomorrow_final.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/studies/pdf/citiesoftomorrow/citiesoftomorrow_final.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/official/regulation/pdf/2014/proposals/regulation/erdf/erdf_proposal_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docoffic/official/regulation/pdf/2014/proposals/regulation/erdf/erdf_proposal_en.pdf
http://unsdsn.org/thematicgroups/tg9/
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/Agenda21.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/sustainablefuture/cities.shtml
http://www.unep.org/urban_environment/index.asp
http://www.uncsd2012.org/content/documents/727The%20Future%20We%20Want%2019%20June%201230pm.pdf
http://www.uncsd2012.org/content/documents/727The%20Future%20We%20Want%2019%20June%201230pm.pdf
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http://www.uncsd2012.org/content/documents/217Issues%20Brief%20No%205%20Sustainable%20Citi

es%20FINAL.pdf  

UNDESA. 2012a. World Urbanisation Prospects. The 2011 Revision. WUP 2011. Highlights. New York: 

United Nations 

UNDESA. 2013 a. United Nations Sustainable Development Knowledge Platform. Agenda 21. Available 

at: http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&nr=23&type=400 

UNDESA. 2013 b. UN-DESA Policy Brief No.40. An Integrated Strategy for Sustainable Cities. Available at 

http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/publications/policy_briefs/policybrief40.pdf# 

UN-HABITAT. 2002. The Global Campaign on Urban Governance. Concept Paper 2nd Edition: March 2002. 

United Nations Human Settlements Programme. Available at: 

http://www.unhabitat.org/pmss/listItemDetails.aspx?publicationID=1537 

UN-HABITAT. 2012. Proposed Sustainable Development Goal Sustainable Cities and Human Settlements. 

Available at: http://www.unhabitat.org/downloads/docs/11918_1_594773.pdf  

UN-HABITAT. 2013 a. Mandate. Available at: 

http://www.unhabitat.org/content.asp?cid=2467&catid=1&typeid=24&subMenuId=0 

UN-HABITAT, 2013 b. Strategy. Available at: 

http://www.unhabitat.org/content.asp?typeid=19&catid=10&cid=929 

UN-HABITAT. 2013 c. Thematic Focus Areas. Available at: 

http://www.unhabitat.org/content.asp?typeid=19&catid=570&cid=6001  

UN Sustainable Development Knowledge Platform. 2013. Sustainable Development Goals. Available at: 

http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1300 

 

http://www.uncsd2012.org/content/documents/217Issues%20Brief%20No%205%20Sustainable%20Cities%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.uncsd2012.org/content/documents/217Issues%20Brief%20No%205%20Sustainable%20Cities%20FINAL.pdf
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?page=view&nr=23&type=400
http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/publications/policy_briefs/policybrief40.pdf
http://www.unhabitat.org/pmss/listItemDetails.aspx?publicationID=1537
http://www.unhabitat.org/downloads/docs/11918_1_594773.pdf
http://www.unhabitat.org/content.asp?cid=2467&catid=1&typeid=24&subMenuId=0
http://www.unhabitat.org/content.asp?typeid=19&catid=10&cid=929
http://www.unhabitat.org/content.asp?typeid=19&catid=570&cid=6001
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/index.php?menu=1300


 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
European Sustainable Development Network (ESDN) 

www.sd-network.eu  
 


