EVOLUTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES

ENVIRONMENT POLICIES
EVOLUTION
Part 13
António Gonçalves Henriques

1989
Basel Convention on the Control of
Transboundary Movements of Hazardous
Wastes and Their Disposal
Basel, Switzerland
• The Basel Convention was designed to reduce the movements of hazardous waste between
nations, and specifically to prevent transfer of hazardous waste from developed to less
developed countries (LDCs).
• It does not address the movement of radioactive waste.
• The Convention is also intended to minimize the amount and toxicity of wastes generated, to
ensure their environmentally sound management as closely as possible to the source of
generation, and to assist LDCs in environmentally sound management of the hazardous and
other wastes they generate.
• The Convention entered into force in 1992.
• 182 states and the European Union are parties to the Convention.
• Haiti and the United States have signed the Convention but not ratified it.
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1991
Bamako Convention on the Ban on the Import
into Africa and the Control of Transboundary
Movement and Management of Hazardous Wastes
within Africa
Bamako, Mali
• The Bamako Convention is a treaty of African nations prohibiting the import of any
hazardous (including radioactive) waste. The Convention came into force in 1998.
• Impetus for the Bamako Convention arose from the failure of the Basel Convention to
prohibit trade of hazardous waste to less developed countries (LDCs), and from the
realization that many developed nations were exporting toxic wastes to Africa.

• This impression was strengthened by several prominent cases.
• One important case occurred in 1987, concerned the importation into Nigeria of 18,000
barrels (2,900 m3) of hazardous waste from the Italian companies Ecomar and Jelly Wax,
which had agreed to pay local farmer $100 per month for storage.
• The barrels, found in storage in the port of Koko, contained toxic waste including
polychlorinated biphenyls, and their eventual shipment back to Italy led to protests closing
three Italian ports.

1991
Bamako Convention on the Ban on the Import
into Africa and the Control of Transboundary
Movement and Management of Hazardous Wastes
within Africa
• The Bamako Convention uses a format and language similar to that of the Basel Convention,
but is much stronger in prohibiting all imports of hazardous waste.
• Additionally, it does not make exceptions on certain hazardous wastes (like those for
radioactive materials) made by the Basel Convention.
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1998
Convention on the Prior Informed Consent
Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals
and Pesticides in International Trade
Rotherdam, The Netherlands
The objectives of the Convention are:
• to promote shared responsibility and cooperative efforts among Parties in the international
trade of certain hazardous chemicals in order to protect human health and the environment
from potential harm;
• to contribute to the environmentally sound use of those hazardous chemicals, by facilitating
information exchange about their characteristics, by providing for a national decision-making
process on their import and export and by disseminating these decisions to Parties.
The Convention creates legally binding obligations for the implementation of the Prior Informed
Consent (PIC) procedure.

1998
Convention on the Prior Informed Consent
Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals
and Pesticides in International Trade
The convention promotes open exchange of information and calls on exporters of hazardous
chemicals to use proper labeling, include directions on safe handling, and inform purchasers of
any known restrictions or bans.
Signatory nations can decide whether to allow or ban the importation of chemicals listed in the
treaty, and exporting countries are obliged to make sure that producers within their jurisdiction
comply.
The convention has 154 parties, which includes 153 states and the European Union. Nonmember states include the United States, Turkey, Tunisia, Iraq, and Angola.
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2000
Extinction of a species of Primates
• Miss Waldron's red colobus monkey (Piliocolobus badius waldronae)
has been declared extinct. Scientists have published it officially in the
October issue of Conservation Biology in 2000.
• The extinction Miss Waldron's red colobus monkey, because of hunting
by humans, is the first documented extinction of an anthropoid (ape or
monkey) primate since 1800.
• The disappearance of the Miss Waldron's red colobus monkey may be
the first obvious sign that an extinction wave will soon wipe out other
large mammals.

2001
Stockholm Convention on Persistent
Organic Pollutants (POP)
Stockholm, Sweden
• The Stockholm Convention is a global treaty to protect human health and the environment
from chemicals that remain intact in the environment for long periods, become widely
distributed geographically, accumulate in the fatty tissue of humans and wildlife, and have
harmful impacts on human health or on the environment.
• Exposure to Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) can lead to serious health effects including
certain cancers, birth defects, dysfunctional immune and reproductive systems, greater
susceptibility to disease and damages to the central and peripheral nervous systems.
• Given their long range transport, no one government acting alone can protect its citizens or
its environment from POPs.
• In response to this global problem, the Stockholm Convention was adopted in 2001 and
entered into force in 2004. It requires its parties to take measures to eliminate or reduce the
release of POPs into the environment.

• There are 179 parties to the Convention, (178 states and the European Union). Notable nonratifying states include the United States, Israel, Malaysia, and Iraq.
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2001
Stockholm Convention on Persistent
Organic Pollutants (POP)
The main provisions of the Convention require each party to:
• Prohibit and/or eliminate the production and use, as well as the import and export, of the
intentionally produced POPs that are listed in Annex A.
• Restrict the production and use, as well as the import and export, of the intentionally
produced POPs that are listed in Annex B.
• Reduce or eliminate releases from unintentionally produced POPs that are listed in Annex C.
• The Convention promotes the use of best available techniques and best environmental
practices for preventing releases of POPs into the environment.

• Ensure that stockpiles and wastes consisting of, containing or contaminated with POPs are
managed safely and in an environmentally sound manner.
• The Convention requires that such stockpiles and wastes be identified and managed to
reduce or eliminate POPs releases from these sources. The Convention also requires that
wastes containing POPs are transported across international boundaries taking into account
relevant international rules, standards and guidelines.

2001
Stockholm Convention on Persistent
Organic Pollutants (POP)
Annex A (Elimination)
Aldrin
Dieldrin
Hexabromobiphenyl

Chlordane
Endrin
Hexabromocyclododecane (HBCD)

Hexachlorobenzene (HCB)
Lindane
Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB)

Alpha hexachlorocyclohexane
Mirex
Technical endosulfan and its
related isomers

Chlordecone
Heptachlor
Hexabromodiphenyl ether and
heptabromodiphenyl ether
Beta hexachlorocyclohexane
Pentachlorobenzene
Tetrabromodiphenyl ether and
pentabromodiphenyl ether

Toxaphene

Annex B (Restriction)
DDT

Perfluorooctane sulfonic acid, its salts and perfluorooctane sulfonyl fluoride

Annex C (Unintentional production)
Hexachlorobenzene (HCB)
Polychlorinated dibenzo-p-dioxins
(PCDD)
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2001
Stockholm Convention on Persistent
Organic Pollutants (POP)
Other provisions of the Convention relate to the development of implementation plans,
information exchange, public information, awareness and education, research, development
and monitoring, technical assistance, financial resources and mechanisms , reporting,
effectiveness evaluation and non-compliance.

2001
Terrorist attack against the
“World Trade Center”, New York City
•

On September 11, 2001, 19 militants
associated with the Islamic extremist group alQaeda hijacked four airliners and carried out
suicide attacks against targets in the United
States.

•

Two of the planes were flown into the towers
of the World Trade Center in New York City, a
third plane hit the Pentagon just outside
Washington, D.C., and the fourth plane
crashed in a field in Pennsylvania.

•

Often referred to as 9/11, the attacks resulted
in extensive death and destruction, triggering
major U.S. initiatives to combat terrorism.
Over 3,000 people were killed during the
attacks in New York City and Washington,
D.C., including more than 400 police officers
and firefighters.
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2001
Terrorist attack against the
“World Trade Center”, New York City
Flight paths of the four hijacked planes used in the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001:
1. American Airlines Flight 11, a Boeing 767, departs Logan
Airport bound for Los Angeles with 81 passengers and
crew of 11.
2. United Airlines Flight 175, a Boeing 767, also departs
Boston for Los Angeles with 56 passengers and crew of
7:59 a.m.
nine.
8:14 a.m.
3. American Airlines Flight 77, a Boeing 757, departs
Washington's Dulles Airport for Los Angeles with 58
passengers and crew of six.
8:42 a.m. 8:46 a.m.
4. United Airlines Flight 93, a Boeing 757, leaves Newark
for San Francisco with 37 passengers and crew of seven.
9:03 a.m.
5. American Airlines Flight 11 crashes into the North Tower
10:03 a.m.
of the World Trade Center.
8:20 a.m.
6. United Airlines Flight 175 crashes into the South Tower
9:37 a.m.
of the World Trade Center.
7. American Airlines Flight 77 crashes into the West side of
the Pentagon.
8. United Airlines Flight 93 crashes in Shanksville,
Pennsylvania, 80 miles southeast of Pittsburgh.

2001
Terrorist attack against the
“World Trade Center”, New York City
• The impact into the twin towers initially sparked fire damage, leading to rescue crews
rushing into the building. The south tower collapsed in less than an hour after impact; the
north tower in just under two, killing more than 2,700 people within the two towers.
• Almost 3,000 people were killed in the four plane crashes, including the 19 terrorists
involved.
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2001
Terrorist attack against the
“World Trade Center”, New York City

2001
Terrorist attack against the
“World Trade Center”, New York City
• At 9 p.m., President George W. Bush delivered a televised address from the Oval Office,
declaring, “Terrorist attacks can shake the foundations of our biggest buildings, but they
cannot touch the foundation of America”.
• The tragic events of 9/11 provided the required justification to wage war on Afghanistan on
“humanitarian grounds”, with the full support of World public opinion and the endorsement
of the “international community”.
• Several prominent “progressive” intellectuals made a case for “retaliation against terrorism”,
on moral and ethical grounds. The “just cause” military doctrine (jus ad bellum) was
accepted and upheld at face value as a legitimate response to 9/11.
• Operation Enduring Freedom, the American-led international effort to oust the Taliban
regime in Afghanistan and destroy Osama bin Laden’s terrorist network based there, began
on October 7.
• Within two months, U.S. forces had effectively removed the Taliban from operational power,
but the war continued, as U.S. and coalition forces attempted to defeat a Taliban insurgency
campaign based in neighboring Pakistan.
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2001
Terrorist attack against the
“World Trade Center”, New York City
• In March 2003 US led the invasion of Iraq, claiming that Saddam Hussein, the President of
Iraq and an Al Qaeda affiliated organization had joined hands in the production of deadly
chemical, biological and radiological weapons in Northern Iraq and that the Hussein
government was a “state sponsor” of terrorism.
• In the wake of the Iraq invasion, the same alleged “state sponsorship” of terrorism
accusations emerged in relation to Iran.
• In December 2011, the Islamic Republic of Iran was condemned by a Manhattan court, for its
alleged role in supporting Al Qaeda in the 9/11 attacks.
• The withdrawal of U.S. military forces from Iraq began in December 2007 and was completed
by December 2011.
• Osama bin Laden was finally tracked down and killed by U.S. forces at a hideout in
Abbottabad, Pakistan.
• In June 2011, President Barack Obama announced the beginning of large-scale troop
withdrawals from Afghanistan, with a final withdrawal of U.S. forces scheduled for 2014.

2001
Terrorist attack against the
“World Trade Center”, New York City
• Had the world responded to his 9/11 attack on America with moderation Osama bin Laden
would probably have disappeared, expelled from Afghanistan or killed by his Tajik enemies.
Even the Taliban were known to have been shocked by 9/11, when almost the entire Muslim
world came out in sympathy with America (including the PLO in Palestine).
• It was a brief moment of American moral supremacy. Yet by launching armed aggression,
first against Afghanistan and then against Iraq, America wholly squandered this gain.
• The aggression led to a tide of anti-Americanism and surge of support for fanatical Islamism
across the Muslim world. America was again the great Satan.
• The wars cost tens of thousands of lives and caused mass destruction.
• The billions of dollars expended on them was financed largely from borrowing, which in turn
has destabilised the world economy.
• All this was out of all proportion to the attacks on 9/11.
• Civil liberties were curbed and governments reverted to cold war paranoia. The peace
dividend so eagerly awaited at the end of the 20th century evaporated as the security
industry exploited counter-terrorism and seized every chance of profit and risk aversion.
• The decade since 9/11 must rank among the most inept and counterproductive eras in the
story of modern statesmanship.
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2001
Terrorist attack against the
“World Trade Center”, New York City
The grounding of almost all air traffic in the United States in the days after the 9/11 attacks created an
unusual moment for climate researchers, who could suddenly make some calculations about how planes'
contrails affect the temperature and weather.
A 2002 study suggested that during the
three days without air travel, daily
temperature variability increased by 1.1
degrees Celsius each day, suggesting that
contrails play a role in daily temperature.
More recent research has found that
contrails have a more immediate warming
effect on Earth's surface than carbon
dioxide and other greenhouse gases
expelled by airplanes.
Of course, greenhouse gases persist longer
and so affect climate more in the longterm.

2001
Fourth Ministerial Conference of the World
Trade Organization
Doha, Quatar
•

•
•

The Doha Ministerial Declaration mandate for agriculture calls for comprehensive
negotiations aimed at substantial improvements in market access; reductions of all forms of
export subsidies, with a view to phasing out these subsidies, and substantial reductions in
trade-distorting domestic support.
These topics — domestic support, export subsidies, and market access — have become
known as the three pillars of the agricultural negotiations.
The Declaration also provides that special and differential treatment for developing
countries would be an integral part of all elements of the negotiations.
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2001
Fourth Ministerial Conference of the World
Trade Organization
•

The Doha Declaration on Public Health sought to alleviate developing country dissatisfaction
with aspects of the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights
(TRIPS) regime.
It delayed the implementation of patent system provisions for pharmaceutical products for
least developed countries (LDCs) until 2016.
The declaration committed member states to interpret and implement the agreement to
support public health and to promote access to medicines for all.
The Declaration recognized certain “flexibilities” in the TRIPS agreement to allow each
member to grant compulsory licenses for pharmaceuticals and to determine what
constitutes a national emergency, expressly including public health emergencies such as
HIV/AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis or other epidemics.
The conference also approved the accession of China to the WTO.

•
•
•

•

2001
Marrakech Accords
7th Conference of the Parties (COP7) to
the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
Marrakech, Morroco
•

The negotiators wrapped up the work on the Plan of Action, finalizing most of the
operational details and setting the stage for nations to ratify the Kyoto Protocol.

•

The completed package of decisions is known as the Marrakech Accords.
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2002
United Nations International Conference
on Financing for Development
Monterrey, Mexico
• The Monterrey Consensus was the outcome of the 2002 Monterrey Conference.
• The Monterrey Consensus embraces six areas of Financing for Development:
1. Mobilizing domestic financial resources for development.
2. Mobilizing international resources for development: foreign direct investment and
other private flows.
3. International Trade as an engine for development.
4. Increasing international financial and technical cooperation for development.
5. External Debt.
6. Addressing systemic issues: enhancing the coherence and consistency of the
international monetary, financial and trading systems in support of development.

2002
United Nations International Conference
on Financing for Development
• The outcome of the Conference reflected a landmark global agreement between
developed and developing countries, in which both recognized their responsibilities in
key areas such as trade, aid, debt relief and institution building.
• Developing countries committed themselves to introduce sound economic and social
policies, improve governance, eradicate corruption and create a domestic regulatory
environment aimed at the development of the private business sector.
• On the other hand, industrialised countries pledged to take measures to provide the
financial resources that might be required, in addition to the mobilisation of domestic
resources in developing countries, to meet the MDGs.
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2002
United Nations International Conference
on Financing for Development
• These measures included
1. a pledge to strive to provide official development assistance equal to at least 0.7%
of each developed country’s gross domestic product;
2. to improve market access for developing country exports;
3. to complete the development dimension of the Doha round of the WTO;
4. to provide debt relief in order to prevent debt service from becoming an obstacle
to development;
5. to facilitate the impact of foreign direct investment on development through
greater technology transfer; and
6. to improve the international financial architecture in order to predict and prevent
financial crises.

2002
World Summit on Sustainable
Development, WSSD
Johannesburg, South Africa
•

•

The World Summit on Sustainable Development was convened to discuss sustainable
development by the United Nations. WSSD gathered a number of leaders from nations,
business and non-governmental organizations.
A broader agenda than the Rio Summit in 1992, the summit in Johannesburg included
various key issues were addressed, including:
1. Poverty
2. Water quality and availability
3. Cleaner energy
4. Health
5. Good governance
6. Technology
7. Production and Consumption
8. Oceans and Fisheries
9. Tourism.
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2002
World Summit on Sustainable
Development, WSSD
•
•
•
•

At the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), sustainable development
was reaffirmed as a central component of the international agenda.
A wide range of targets and concrete commitments for action to implement sustainable
development objectives were agreed and reaffirmed by governments.
The five priority sectoral issues were Water, Energy, Health, Agriculture and Biodiversity,
The WEHAB initiative.
The major outcomes of the WSSD include a negotiated Plan of Implementation, a Political
Declaration and a number of implementation partnerships and initiatives.

2002
World Summit on Sustainable
Development, WSSD
Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development
One hundred Heads of State and Government who attended the WSSD agreed the political
declaration. A few notable references include the following:
• Recognition that the deep fault line that divides human society between rich and poor
poses a major threat to global security and stability;
• Recognition that globalisation has added a new dimension to the challenges of sustainable
development, with the benefits and costs of globalisation unevenly distributed;
• -Recognition that a lack of action to fundamentally change the lives of those who suffer the
consequences of global disparities may lead the poor of the world to lose confidence in
democratic systems;
• A call on developed countries that have not done so to make concrete efforts towards the
internationally agreed ODA targets (0.7% of GNP for ODA);
• Support for the emergence of stronger regional groupings and alliances, such as the New
Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) to promote sustainable development;
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2002
World Summit on Sustainable
Development, WSSD
Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development
• Recognition of the private sector’s duty to contribute to the evolution of equitable and
sustainable communities and societies; and the need for private sector corporations to
enforce corporate accountability within a transparent and stable regulatory environment;
• Recognition of the need for strengthened and improved governance at all levels, for the
effective implementation of Agenda 21, the Millennium Development Goals and the
Johannesburg Plan of Implementation;
• Recognition of the need for more effective, democratic and accountable international and
multilateral institutions;
• A commitment to monitor progress at regular intervals towards the achievement of
sustainable development goals and objectives.

2002
World Summit on Sustainable Development, WSSD
Key commitments set out in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation.
Poverty Eradication
• Halve, by the year 2015, the proportion of the world’s people whose income is less than
US$1 a day and the proportion of people who suffer from hunger (reaffirmation of MDGs).
• By 2020, achieve a significant improvement in the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers,
as proposed in the “Cities without slums” initiative (reaffirmation of MDGs).
• Establish a world solidarity fund to eradicate poverty and to promote social and human
development in the developing countries.
Water and Sanitation
• Halve, by the year 2015, the proportion of people without access to safe drinking water
(reaffirmation of MDGs).
• Halve, by the year 2015, the proportion of people who do not have access to basic
sanitation.
Sustainable Production and Consumption
• Encourage and promote the development of a 10-year framework of programmes to
accelerate the shift towards sustainable consumption and production.
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2002
World Summit on Sustainable Development, WSSD
Key commitments set out in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation.
Energy
Renewable energy
• Diversify energy supply and substantially increase the global share of renewable energy
sources in order to increase its contribution to total energy supply.
Access to Energy
• Improve access to reliable, affordable, economically viable, socially acceptable and
environmentally sound energy services and resources, sufficient to achieve the MDGs,
including the goal of halving the proportion of people in poverty by 2015.
Energy Markets
• Remove market distortions including the restructuring of taxes and the phasing out of
• harmful subsidies.
• Support efforts to improve the functioning, transparency and information about energy
markets with respect to both supply and demand, with the aim of achieving greater stability
and to ensure consumer access to energy services.
Energy efficiency
• Establish domestic programmes for energy efficiency with the support of the international
community. Accelerate the development and dissemination of energy efficiency and energy
conservation technologies, including the promotion of research and development.

2002
World Summit on Sustainable Development, WSSD
Key commitments set out in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation.
Chemicals
• Aim, by 2020, to use and produce chemicals in ways that do not lead to significant adverse
effects on human health and the environment.
• Renew the commitment to the sound management of chemicals and of hazardous wastes
throughout their life cycle.
• Promote the ratification and implementation of relevant international instruments on
chemicals and hazardous waste, including the Rotterdam Convention so that it can enter
into force by 2003 and the Stockholm Convention so that it can enter into force by 2004.
• Further develop a strategic approach to international chemicals management, based on the
Bahia Declaration and Priorities for Action beyond 2000, by 2005.
• Encourage countries to implement the new globally harmonized system for the classification
and labelling of chemicals as soon as possible, with a view to having the system fully
operational by 2008.
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2002
World Summit on Sustainable Development, WSSD
Management of the natural resource base
Water
• Develop integrated water resources management and water efficiency plans by 2005.
Oceans and fisheries
• Encourage the application by 2010 of the ecosystem approach for the sustainable
development of the oceans.
• By 2015, maintain or restore depleted fish stocks to levels that can produce the maximum
sustainable yield.
• Put into effect the FAO international plans of action : for the management of fishing
capacity by 2005; to prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated
fishing by 2004.
• Develop and facilitate the use of diverse approaches and tools, including the ecosystem
approach, the elimination of destructive fishing practices, the establishment of marine
protected areas consistent with international law and based on scientific information,
including representative networks by 2012 .
• Establish by 2004 a regular process under the United Nations for global reporting and
assessment of the state of the marine environment.
• Eliminate subsidies that contribute to illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and to
over-capacity.

2002
World Summit on Sustainable Development, WSSD
Key commitments set out in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation.
Management of the natural resource base
Atmosphere
• Facilitate implementation of the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone
Layer by ensuring adequate replenishment of its fund by 2003/2005.
• Improve access by developing countries to alternatives to ozone-depleting substances by
2010, and assist them in complying with the phase-out schedule under the Montreal
Protocol.
Biodiversity
• Achieve by 2010 a significant reduction in the current rate of loss of biological diversity.
Forests
• Accelerate implementation of the Intergovernmental Panel on Forests (IPF) and its
successor, the Intergovernmental Forum on Forests (IFF) proposals for action by countries
and by the Collaborative Partnership on Forests, and intensify efforts on reporting to the
United Nations Forum on Forests, to contribute to an assessment of progress in 2005.
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2002
World Summit on Sustainable Development, WSSD
Key commitments set out in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation.
Corporate responsibility
• Actively promote corporate responsibility and accountability, including through the full
development and effective implementation of intergovernmental agreements and
measures, international initiatives and public-private partnerships, and appropriate national
regulations.
Health
• Enhance health education with the objective of achieving improved health literacy on a
global basis by 2010.
• Reduce, by 2015, mortality rates for infants and children under 5 by two thirds, and
maternal mortality rates by three quarters, of the prevailing rate in 2000 (reaffirmation of
MDGs).
• Reduce HIV prevalence among young men and women aged 15-24 by 25 per cent in the
most affected countries by 2005 and globally by 2010, as well as combat malaria,
tuberculosis and other diseases (reaffirmation of General Assembly resolution).

2002
World Summit on Sustainable Development, WSSD
Key commitments set out in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation.
Sustainable development of small island developing States
• Undertake initiatives by 2004 aimed at implementing the Global Programme of Action for
the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based Activities to reduce, prevent
and control waste and pollution and their health-related impacts.
• Develop community-based initiatives on sustainable tourism by 2004.
• Support the availability of adequate, affordable and environmentally sound energy services
for the sustainable development of Small Island Developing States, including through
strengthening efforts on energy supply and services by 2004.
• Review implementation of the Barbados Programme of Action for the Sustainable
Development of Small Island Developing States in 2004.
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2002
World Summit on Sustainable Development, WSSD
Key commitments set out in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation.
Sustainable development for Africa
• Improve sustainable agricultural productivity and food security in accordance with the
Millennium Development Goals, in particular to halve by 2015 the proportion of people who
suffer from hunger.
• Support African countries in developing and implementing food security strategies by
• 2005.
• Support Africa’s efforts to implement NEPAD objectives on energy, which seek to secure
access for at least 35 per cent of the African population within 20 years, especially in rural
areas.

2002
World Summit on Sustainable Development, WSSD
Key commitments set out in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation.
Means of implementation
• Ensure that, by 2015, all children will be able to complete a full course of primary schooling
and that girls and boys will have equal access to all levels of education relevant to national
needs (reaffirmation of MDGs).
• Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education by 2005 (reaffirmation of
Dakar Framework for Action on Education for All).
• Recommend to the UN General Assembly that it consider adopting a decade of education
for sustainable development, starting in 2005.
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2002
World Summit on Sustainable Development, WSSD
Key commitments set out in the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation.
Institutional Framework for sustainable development
• Adopt new measures to strengthen institutional arrangements for sustainable development
at international, regional and national levels.
• Enhance the role of the Commission on Sustainable Development, including through
reviewing and monitoring progress in the implementation of Agenda 21 and fostering
coherence of implementation, initiatives and partnerships.
• Facilitate and promote the integration of the environmental, social and economic
dimensions of sustainable development into the work programs UN regional commissions.
• Establish an effective, transparent and regular inter-agency coordination mechanism on
ocean and coastal issues within the United Nations system.
• Take immediate steps to make progress in the formulation and elaboration of national
strategies for sustainable development and begin their implementation by 2005.
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