Upcoming Events
9/13/16 - 832nd Stated Meeting
of Presbytery, 4:00p,
Community P.C.

9/25/16 – Ordination &
Installation Service, 3:00p, First
Presbyterian Church, Newark
(Emma Horn)

Midweek Musings:

View Presbytery calendar:

July 27, 2016 edition

Published the second and fourth Wednesday of the month

“Set your mind on things above,
not on earthly things.”

~Colossians 3:2

New Castle Presbytery
“The Belhar Confession: Reflecting on Unity,
Reconciliation and Justice”
Who or What is Belhar?
Sitting in a seminar room at
Stellenbosch University
about two years ago, this
was one of the first questions
asked of the seminar
leaders. American
Presbyterians, and an
adopted Catholic, had
gathered on this day at
South Africa’s most prestigious theological school. Brought
together by professors at Stellenbosch University and leaders of
the Uniting Reformed Church of Southern Africa, our topic was
the Belhar Confession, a topic most of us knew very little about.
Last month at our General Assembly, the PCUSA completed a
multi-year process and approved adding the Belhar Confession
to our own Book of Confessions.
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For me, as a former PCUSA mission worker in South Africa, it was an emotional highlight of the
Assembly.

Who or What is Belhar?
The seminar that day was about four hours long. By the time it had ended we understood that
the Belhar Confession was a confession of faith in the reformed tradition, written in South Africa
during the darkest days of racial separation or apartheid. “Belhar” wasn’t the author of the
confession, but the name of the place where the Dutch Reformed Mission Church adopted the
Confession in 1986.
More than that, we understood Belhar to be about the themes of Unity, Reconciliation and
Justice, and that the church in South Africa sees Belhar as their gift to the church in the world.
Faced with daily reminders of our cultural divisions, Belhar calls to new conversations on those
things that divide us. It reminds us that “unity is both a gift and an obligation for the church” and
that our “unity must become visible so that the world may believe that separation, enmity and
hatred between people and groups is a sin.”
Strong words. We spoke them at General Assembly in litanies and in
prayers. I invite you to use Belhar creatively in your own worship. (For
copies of all the Assembly worship services, go to:
https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/openingworship-ga222-liturgy.pdf See page 122 for the use of Belhar as a
litany.)
I also invite you to use Belhar as a daily devotion. Our Presbyterian
Mission Agency (PMA) has produced a booklet (see photo) titled, “30
Days With The Belhar Confession: Reflections on Unity, Reconciliation
and Justice.” The Presbytery office will have some in stock for the next
few months. Let us know if you want copies, or order them directly from
the Presbyterian Distribution Center here. There are other study
materials available, but the devotional is a good place for most of us to start.
I’ll be reading through it in the next couple of weeks. Will you join me?

Bob Schminkey, Stated Clerk, New Castle Presbytery

PS. Bob is available to come to your congregation to speak about the Belhar Confession.
If you are interested, contact him directly to arrange a date
(bschminkey@ncpresbytery.org or 410-708-6462)
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View the entire July 2016 edition of PHS Matters by clicking here.
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New Worshipping Communities
Pastor Forgiven of Seminary
Debt
If you are a seminary graduate serving
a temporary and/or part-time pastoral
position in the PC(USA) congregation of 150 members or less or in a
new, emerging worshiping community, you can apply for loan
forgiveness assistance through a Presbyterian Mission Agency
initiative known as Transformational Leadership Debt Assistance
(TLDA). To read more, click here.

Interested in applying for a Speer Grant?
Applications for the fall funding cycle are currently being accepted
now at www.speertrust.org with a deadline for submission of
October 15th at 2:00 p.m.
Speer Trust funds assist organizations of people who have low

incomes and who live in
Delaware or the Eastern Shore of
Maryland gain control over their
own lives as they address the
root causes of poverty. To
accomplish this, funds are
awarded to organizations
working in partnership with
Presbyterians mutually
committed to making their community a better place to live. For
more information regarding “criteria”, click here.

2016 Presbyterian Youth
Triennium
Hosted at Purdue University
from July 19th through the
23rd, several high school age
youth attended from our
Presbytery and were
accompanied by church
educator, Kecelyn Gelisse
(Red Clay Creek PC) who
relaxed after the long ride to
Indiana!

Student participants from
Presbyterian Church of Dover
and Red Clay Creek PC

Speer Trust … helping you gain the knowledge to stand alone.
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MIDWEEK MUSINGS – “Is the Church Half Full or Half Empty?”
With NCP Trustees President, Gary Patterson
From my vantage point in the Dover Church balcony where I sit with my
grandchildren, their parents, and the rest of our congregation’s younger
members and teenagers I look down on those who are strong of faith and
committed members of the church I have come to love over forty years.
My suspicion is, that like I, the pastor who stands in a slightly less elevated pulpit
in the chancel takes a moment during a hymn or recitation from the lay leader to also count the
house and note who is missing and who, for this Sunday, is out of their customary pew and seat.
Thirty-seven years ago during my first turn as Clerk our membership was 455. Today we count just
261 and lost two couples to relocation in June who had become trusted and giving leaders of
Session and Deacons,
But when viewed from above I don’t necessarily see a church
that is half empty and failing compared to the 70s but rather
a maturing, diverse, inclusive and challenging congregation
eager to find a new pastor and accelerate into its fourth
century of service to God, community, and their fellow
members.
Are our new members different: well, yes and no. Like many
of our Presbytery southern-tier churches, retirees from beyond the peninsula are the largest source
of gain. They are either current or former Presbyterians who give us their first visit or folks from a wide
range of denominations who church shop for a while before choosing us for our preaching, music,
friendliness and mission. But they are also diverse, come from continents we once sent missionaries
to, and are different in their life situations. The color and texture of the people I see from the
balcony is a rich reflection of my awesome God.
And we are also attracting younger people, some with kids, who come in with their still full coffee
cups or water bottles, check their phones one last time as the bell peals the hour, and almost never
appear in suits and ties or dresses and heels. They
and the retirees are different, but also the same, in
their thirst for relevance, values, a moral grounding
and sense of community in extremely challenging
national and international circumstances.
Read the history of a church like ours and it is no
surprise that the membership, worship practices and
mission work changed slowly but significantly in
each century and that last Sunday in Dover was as
a radical departure from a Sunday in 1916 as it was
from 1816 and 1716 before that.
I look down from the balcony and see members for
whom the church is full of tradition, sacred
Midweek submissions: adminoffice@ncpresbytery.org
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celebrations, and memories that have sustained them for a lifetime. But I also see a church that
offers to the next Dover generation acceptance, grand expectations, meaningful change and
relevance in a threatening and unsettled time.
That’s the evolving Presbyterian Church
that I trust to the youthful Reverends:
Caitlan, Holly, Kaci, Sudie, Lynn, Donna,
Edwin and Fernando and those that will
join our four soon-to-be-searching
congregations.
We have plenty of churches in Dover, a
new one seems to form each month. But
few offer the deeply rooted and ever
developing history of my PCUSA
congregation.

Peace,

Gary

FAITH-BASED INVESTING
We seek to fulfill our stewardship
responsibilities by ensuring that the
resources we manage reflect our faith and
God’s desires for our lives and our world. In this pursuit, we have the dual responsibility to
work for the benefit of the poor and oppressed while providing for the economic needs
of our families, churches, and mission/ministry organizations, so that all can enjoy the
benefits of God’s gifts.
Faith-based investing uses the three pillars
of socially responsible investing – screening,
shareholder advocacy, and positive
investment – to express faithful stewardship
of investment resources.
Read more here…
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INTERFAITH PEACEMAKER, New Castle Presbytery
Rev. Tom Davis

What can Ringling Brothers’ Circus Teach Us About
Adapting to the Times?
I love photo essays, and there was a
provocative one in a November issue of New York
Times Magazine: "Running Away with the Circus: On
the road with Ringling Brothers at the end of an era."
Seeing how the circus is adapting to changing times
got me to thinking about the church's challenge to
do likewise. How might this article seed our
imaginations? What metaphors for our journey can
you find in it? Click here to read the full article.

Peace, Tom

PASTOR REFLECTIONS ~
Prayer is at the heart of our relationship with God – it’s our primary way of connecting. Even if
every relationship you have with every significant person in your life is positive and robust – my
guess is that you’ll benefit from strengthening, exploring, deepening your relationship with God – I
know it’s true for me.

~Rev. Doug Gerdts
Pastor, First & Central Presbyterian Church

Note: Reflections are extracted from New Castle Presbytery church publications
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MISSION ADVOCATE, New Castle Presbytery
Terry Lee Dykstra

Ending Extreme Poverty
THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY

June 8,

2016 (Excerpts selected by Terry Dykstra)

Economist Ana Revenga, interview by Amy Frykholm

One of the World Mission Initiatives of the
Presbyterian Church USA is Poverty
Alleviation
Last fall the World Bank projected that for the first time in history less than 10 percent of the world’s
population was living in extreme poverty—down from 37 percent in 1990 and 44 percent in 1981.
The World Bank defines “extreme poverty” as living on less than $1.90 per person per day. Ana
Revenga, senior director of the Poverty and Equity Group at the World Bank, believes that the goal
of ending extreme poverty can be achieved.

How do you measure extreme poverty around the globe?
At the World Bank, we take the information on basic needs collected from the 15 poorest countries
and then we average them. That comes out to be about $1.90 per day per person, and that is what
we call the global extreme poverty line.
We can monetize a lot of the aspects of poverty—access to clean water and access to health
care, for example, are put in monetary terms in our model—but there is a legitimate debate about
the multidimensional aspects of poverty. When you talk to the poor, they will talk about a sense of
dignity and about having a job, not just receiving money. How do you monetize that?

Where have the greatest gains been made?
Twenty years ago, the greatest number of people living in poverty were in East Asia. That has
changed dramatically. The changes in Latin America have also been impressive in the past
decade.

What is the single most important contributor to the decline in world poverty?
The biggest driver of the success is economic growth—but not any kind of economic growth.
What’s needed is economic growth that improves the income-generating opportunities of the poor.
This kind of growth involves either raising the value of the agricultural products that the poor are
producing or generating better jobs. Anywhere between two-thirds and 80 percent of the decline
in poverty rates is due to this kind of economic growth.
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Beyond economic growth, what else is necessary?
I would name two things: education systems and effective social safety nets.
Programs need to target changes in behavior and investment in children. These ultimately provide
the key to move a family out of poverty over time. Programs like this exist in more than 40 countries
around the world and have proven very successful.

How important is the political will of high-income countries in reducing world
poverty?
It matters because poorer countries do not have the resources to take all the actions they need to
take. Good health systems, good education systems, big infrastructure—these things cost a lot of
money. We can provide critical funding for the investments that poorer countries need to make.
If, for example, you want to increase the value of the products that poor farmers produce, you
have to find a market for them. This either means taking products to a city—in which case you have
to build a road to get the products to the urban markets—or moving toward international exports,
which requires a lot of logistics.
The other thing that wealthier countries provide is research to help poorer countries make good
decisions. Policy has to be based on evidence. We need academics, development organizations,
and researchers to provide evidence for what actually works and what doesn’t.

How have high-income countries changed their methods in the last few
decades?
The biggest shift is in recognizing that poorer countries have to own the programs, policies, and
strategies. Developed countries have shifted away—and should continue to shift away—from
telling poor countries what they should be doing. The poorer countries should be in the driver’s seat.
The wealthier countries are just providing support.
Higher-income countries can also use their influence to put emphasis on issues that we know are
not always embraced at the country level. For example, we have very strong evidence that
gender equality matters for development. Poverty reduction is strongly associated with women

achieving greater political and social voice and equal access to economic opportunities.
Gender equality does not come automatically with development.
We have to keep reminding ourselves: it is unacceptable in a world with the kind of wealth that we
have that almost a billion people live on less than $1.90 a day.

As Presbyterians, to support our World Mission Initiative to Alleviate Poverty, we need to
advocate for government policies that put money into health systems, education, and
infrastructure. It is critical that we do so.
Blessings and peace, Terry
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Welcome, Rev. Dr. Karla Koll, PCUSA Mission Co-Worker in
Costa Rica
Concord Presbyterian Church at 1800 Fairfax Blvd., Wilm., DE will welcome
Karla Koll (Mission co-worker, PCUSA) on Wed., Aug 3rd. She will join us for
Bible study (otherwise known as Mug and Muffin) at 9:30 am. After that (11
am), we will gather for lunch/brunch to hear about her work in the mission
field. Although the 7/22 deadline for confirmation has expired, please call
Joyce Johnson (302-655-3411) or e-mail (drjohntc@verizon.net) if you would like to welcome
Karla!

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES ~ Health Ministry – Surviving Allergy Season
Did you know that over 50
million Americans suffer from
seasonal allergies? Are you
one of them? Maybe you feel
like this past spring was a
pretty bad season, but you
have a little relief this summer.
That may be due to your
specific allergies. If that is the
case, get prepared NOW for
the allergy season late
summer/fall will bring by
reading The Truth About
Allergies, The Worst Allergy
Season Ever and much more
in this month’s edition.
Visit the NCP Health Ministry page to learn more about allergies, how to survive this
allergy season, and how to best prepare yourself for your next bout with hay fever. Click
here to visit this month’s issue.
Catch-up on all of the Health Ministry publications by visiting our
Healthy Ministry archives here.

Stephanie Scully, RN, BSN
Contact me at healthministry@ncpresbytery.org
Midweek submissions: adminoffice@ncpresbytery.org
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NEW RESOURCE ON CALLING AN
EDUCATOR
The revised On Calling An Educator manual is now
available online in downloadable format. The
manual is designed to be a resource for churches who are
considering calling an educator to be a part of the church staff.
In addition, this is also a resource for Christian educators who are
responding to a call from God to educational ministry in the
church and are seeking a position. Congregations and
educators will find guidance in these pages for their separate
and mutual journeys toward providing the best leadership for the important task of education.
Download the On Calling An Educator manual here or read the PDF online here.

SPEER TRUST GRANT RECIPIENT - News
The Delaware Housing Coalition has received grant funds
from the Speer Trust and shares with us the 2016 “Who Can
Afford to Live in Delaware – 2016”. This interesting, if not
alarming, publication may surprise you. Click here to view.

REMINDER!

Summer schedules
abound. The Presbytery will
make every effort to staff
the office during regularly
scheduled business hours.
If you plan to visit, please
call to insure the office will
be open. With thanks for
your understanding!
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PHOTO PRAYER
I do not love all unexpected things.
Come noon, I want lunch,
and in the evening, supper;
otherwise, I get cranky.
Why then are some things both
unanticipated and delightful?
Not all surprises please.
I am grateful so many do:
unforeseen plays of light,
unexpected journeys.

Photo of the shadow and the sunlight spread by my upheld eyeglasses

Photo and prayer 2016 by Danny N. Schweers
http://www.photoprayer.com/

Need to file a claim for Social Security benefits or get a benefit verification letter? Save a trip to
a local Society Security field office by visiting the new one-stop s hop Social Security Express icon.
Services with my Social Security include:
 Obtaining a benefit verification letter
 Receive your Social Security Statement
 Start or change direct deposit
 Change your address
 Get a replacement Social Security card
 Get a replacement Medicare card
 Apply for benefits
 Appeal a decision for benefits
 Apply for Extra Help with Medicare prescription drug costs
For this and more information on Social Security visit their site here.
Midweek submissions: adminoffice@ncpresbytery.org
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS & NEWS
(Submit your information and provide the link to your flyer on your webpage/Facebook for
inclusion in subsequent editions. Click on each event for additional information)

Life is full of interesting things … embrace, celebrate and share!
State of
Delaware
Outreach
Programs

Delaware Medical Assistance Bureau
http://delawareinsurance.gov/DMAB/
calendar.shtml

8/7/2016,
10:00 a.m.

Jubilee Worship Service,
1st Presbyterian Church, 2nd & Jefferson
Streets, Delaware City, DE
Gospel music, Blue Grass music and
Sing-a-Longs
All are welcome!

8/20/2016,
10:00a to 4:00p

Old Tyme Peach Festival
Middletown, DE
Visit the Church on Main, 44 W. Main
St., where you can enjoy free peach
punch, view the upgrades made to
the church, purchase peach ice
cream and enjoy the festivities. For
more information, visit:
http://www.middletownpeachfestival.c
om/

Monday,
9/12/2016

5th Annual St. Andrew’s Charity Golf
Outing
Back Creek Golf Club, Middletown, DE
For details and to register, click here.
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Position

Church/Organization

Contact

Director of
Music (parttime)

Buckingham Presbyterian Church
20 S. Main Street
Berlin, MD 21811
http://www.buckinghampcusa.org/

For more information contact the church
office at 410-641-0234

This position requires interest in both
performing and leading music as an
integral part of our worship experience.
Responsible for selecting hymns for
traditional service with input from
Pastor with a desire to add value to the
spiritual and congregational lives of our
members.

Temporary
Organist
AfterSchool
Program
Teacher

Buckingham Presbyterian Church

Or via e-mail at
info@buckinghampcusa.org

See contact information above.

EDgemoor Gardens Empowerment
Ministries
Presbyterian Church of the
Covenant
503 Duncan Road, Wilmington, DE
The EDGE After-School Program,
located at the Presbyterian Church of
the Covenant, has two openings for
teachers in our K through grade 5 after
school program beginning fall, 2016.
House are 3-6 p.m., Monday through
Thursday.
For more information send resume of
interest to Virginia Jones, at the above
address or email to
gjones@pcocps.org.
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TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE ~ Just for Fun!
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New Castle Presbytery
1102 W. Church Road
Newark, DE 19711–2506
(302) 366-0595 office ● (302) 366-0714 fax

www.ncpresbytery.org
Hours: Monday-Thursday
8:00 am—4:00pm New
Friday (Office closed)

UPCOMING HOLIDAY CLOSURES: September 5th

Staff
Rev. James L. Moseley, Executive Presbyter
· Rev. Jacqueline E. Taylor, Assoc. Executive
·

Presbyter and Director, Speer Trust

Bob Schminkey, Stated Clerk
· Donna L. Scully, Office Manager
·

Related Organizations
The Speer Trust
· Presbyterian Church (USA)
· Synod of the Mid-Atlantic PC(USA)
- Board of Pensions
· Administrative Personnel Association
·

PC(USA)

Officers (2016)
· Bruce

Gillette , Moderator
· Winnie Wagner, Vice Moderator
· Julius Jackson , Chair of Council

NCP Resource Personnel
Rev. Tom Davis, Interfaith Peacemaker
· Rev. Doug Gerdts, Treasurer
· Rev. Nona Holy, Campus (PCM) Minister
- Rev. Caitlan Gartland, PCM Pastoral Assoc.
· Emma Blair, Bookkeeper
· Terry Dykstra, Mission Advocate
· Pam Ruarke, Disaster Recovery Coordinator
· Helen Locklear, Board Of Pensions Regional
·

Representative

Lumos/Presbyterian Campus Ministry
(UD)
· Interfaith Resource Center
· Meeting Ground Inc.
· New Hope Pastoral Counseling
· Pacem In Terris
· PCUSA Investment & Loan Program
- Pilgrimage Ministries
· Presbyterian Foundation
· Presbyterian Men
· Presbyterian Women
· Teledavis
· Westminster Village
·

PCUSA Communications
Presbyterians Today
Presbyterian Outlook
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