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(Original post by Dvizex)
So to get an A* overall you only need 90% UMS this year, so the AS grade doesn't come into it?
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To get an A*, you need 90% UMS this year and 80% overall across both years. So the AS comes into it by ensuring that you
have 80% overall.

GCSE English Lit - Predictions
2018
Could anyone rate me pls? 16M
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computer science offers?

Even if someone had 100% UMS at AS, they'd still need 90% UMS at A2 to get an A* so that part doesn't change.
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(Original post by s-e)
To get an A*, you need 90% UMS this year and 80% overall across both years. So the AS comes into it by ensuring
that you have 80% overall.
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Even if someone had 100% UMS at AS, they'd still need 90% UMS at A2 to get an A* so that part doesn't change.
Wtf, really? I have no idea, I just thought you need 360 UMS across the entire course. So if you got 200/200 UMS in AS you
could get 160/200 UMS in A2 (which is barely an A) and get an A*. Huh. TIL.
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Nope, you can't get an A* with 160/200 at A2, it always needs to be 180+ at A2. It's so hard 😭 There are more details here, it's
a bit old but sums it up quite well! https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/a-l...des-at-a-level

 reply

1

Does pineapple belong on Pizza?

WJEC Eduqas English Literature
Predictions 2018?

(Original post by skuka)
Wtf, really? I have no idea, I just thought you need 360 UMS across the entire course. So if you got 200/200 UMS in
AS you could get 160/200 UMS in A2 (which is barely an A) and get an A*. Huh. TIL.
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I'm sorry but there's an error in your notes.
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(Original post by Amefish)
I did this short summary of employment, Millennium Development Goals, and economic performance here if anyone is
interested! It's not fully comprehensive or extensive, but it has a lot of the main points in there

Matt Berkley
erkl
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I'm sorry but your notes contain an error, which all the exam boards seem to make.
"The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are eight goals that have clear deadlines and measurable targets, with the aim of
improving the lives of the poorest people in the world. In 2000, 189 countries signed the declaration, proposed by the United
Nations."
The Millennium Declaration contains many goals, none of them using the generally easier baseline of 1990.
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So the promises of 2000 were generally more ambitious than the "MDG" structure proposed by the Secretary-General on 6
September 2001.
The response of the Assembly to the Secretary-General's "Road Map" which contained the MDGs and much else came on 14
December 2001, in resolution 56/95. The Assembly welcomed the report but did not say whether it approved the "MDGs".
Instead, it called for more publicity for the Declaration.
At the Johannesburg Sustainable Development Summit in September 2002 member states again agreed the 15-year mortality
pledges, which makes the similar "MDG" global targets effectively redundant.
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Nations have repeatedly reaffirmed commitments from UN summits and conferences going beyond the MDGs.

are english lit, history and
sociology good alevels to take?

It may be wise to be careful trusting government and intergovernmental agency sources, and check the original documents
when they make claims about pledges or progress.

GCSE English Lit - Predictions
2018

The UK exam boards have made other errors as well - see globalfactcheck.org.

Could anyone rate me pls? 16M
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millenniumdeclaration.org
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(Original post by Matt Berkley
erkl )
...
Amefish

Thanks, I know my work contains errors. I'm aware. I don't remember where I got the information from, but it wasn't from some
random blog or something. I do trust gvnt and intergovernmental sources, which are what I used throughout my research on this
topic.

Community
Assistant

Not everyone's work is completely perfect and you wouldn't get tripped up on that in the exam. I'm just happy my work helped
others.
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(Original post by Amefish)
Thanks, I know my work contains errors. I'm aware. I don't remember where I got the information from, but it wasn't
from some random blog or something. I do trust gvnt and intergovernmental sources, which are what I used
throughout my research on this topic.

Matt Berkley
erkl

Not everyone's work is completely perfect and you wouldn't get tripped up on that in the exam. I'm just happy my work
helped others.
I think I should have made clearer that I wasn't criticising you.
The problem is that the exam boards and teachers make a significant error. I did not understand the difference between the
Millennium Declaration and the MDGs until 2013 when I read about it in the work of the philosopher Thomas Pogge.
Can I ask why you trust governments and intergovernmental sources?
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(Original post by Matt Berkley
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I think I should have made clearer that I wasn't criticising you.
Amefish

The problem is that the exam boards and teachers make a significant error. I did not understand the difference
between the Millennium Declaration and the MDGs until 2013 when I read about it in the work of the philosopher
Thomas Pogge.
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Can I ask why you trust governments and intergovernmental sources?
That's what we were taught to do; if you can't trust governmental and intergovernmental sources, then who exactly are you
supposed to trust?
EDIT: especially for things concerning IGOs directly, such as the MDGs. The errors in my work could've been down to
misinterpretation of a source, though.
Last edited by Amefish; 21-06-2017 at 09:27.
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(Original post by harryleavey)
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1...it?usp=sharing

Matt Berkley
erkl

That note has an error, understandable in the circumstances.
Amazingly, Oxford Reference books and school exam boards say something for which there is no evidence in actual UN
resolutions. What is in the resolutions is key to holding governments to account for both achievement and honesty.
The MDGs were not "8 targets - created by the United Nations in 2000" as the note says.
Like other pledges reaffirmed in 2001-2015 at the UN General Assembly, the pledges of 2000 were more ambitious than the
1990-baseline "MDGs" proposed in 2001.
After complaints, the Financial Times, the BBC Trustees, the National Audit Office and the UK Statistics Authority, to varying
degrees, and with varying degrees of accuracy about the facts and the complaints, recognised the difference.
Matt Berkley
erkl
millenniumdeclaration.org
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(Original post by Matt Berkley
erkl )
That note has an error, understandable in the circumstances.
harryleavey

Amazingly, Oxford Reference books and school exam boards say something for which there is no evidence in actual
UN resolutions. What is in the resolutions is key to holding governments to account for both achievement and honesty.

Community
Assistant
Welcome Squad

The MDGs were not "8 targets - created by the United Nations in 2000" as the note says.
Like other pledges reaffirmed in 2001-2015 at the UN General Assembly, the pledges of 2000 were more ambitious
than the 1990-baseline "MDGs" proposed in 2001.
After complaints, the Financial Times, the BBC Trustees, the National Audit Office and the UK Statistics Authority, to
varying degrees, and with varying degrees of accuracy about the facts and the complaints, recognised the difference.
Matt Berkley
erkl
millenniumdeclaration.org
This is so pretentious I laughed.
This exam ended 2 weeks ago. I literally couldn't care less about the MDGs.
I'm sorry, but your post isn't really relevant. I can see it's a topic you are passionate about from a quick search of your name But this is an exam thread. Not a MDG discussion.
Also, the MDGs are obsolete, so why are you so determined to correct any post that may remotely contain small
misunderstandings?
Last edited by harryleavey; 21-06-2017 at 10:01.
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(Original post by Amefish)
That's what we were taught to do; if you can't trust governmental and intergovernmental sources, then who exactly are
you supposed to trust?

Matt Berkley
erkl

EDIT: especially for things concerning IGOs directly, such as the MDGs. The errors in my work could've been down to
misinterpretation of a source, though.
Both I and other people are fallible.
So instead of asking "who to trust" I would ask how to attempt to find out the truth.
In this case the answer is easy: primary sources, here the actual Millennium Declaration.
In addition to being fallible, politicians and civil servants sometimes say things that aren't true for other reasons.
In 2015, in their Summit Declaration, world leaders claimed that the MDGs were agreed "almost 15 years ago". But you can't
find any reference to MDGs or 1990 in the actual 2000 Declaration.
So they are saying "look how well we did over 25 years" when in fact the promises were to achieve similar results in 15 years.
I'm curious. Would you believe whatever a UK government says about poverty?
The international civil servants are less directly accountable than national politicians.
Another problem is that organisations contradict themselves.
Justine Greening told MPs that some statistics for international development were not reliable, yet DFID makes categorical
statements based on them.
So even if you trust the authorities, you have a choice.
Another example is the fast reported progress from the World Bank on extreme poverty and the slow reported progress from the
FAO on chronic, severe hunger.
Why do people trust one rather than the other?
If you look at the UN Statistics Division MDG metadata, or the official MDG or SDG monitors' research papers - which are the
basis for the official headlines - you can see that they note problems which are glossed over in the headlines or summaries.
So here again you have a choice of which official information to believe, or to think critically about it.
The BBC Trustees agreed with me in a published note of July 2015 that the MDGs were not agreed in 2000, when there was a
more ambitious commitment. But the BBC continued to make the wrong claim about what world leaders pledged in 2000.
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(Original post by harryleavey)
Also, the MDGs are obsolete, so why are you so determined to correct any post that may remotely contain small
misunderstandings?

Matt Berkley
erkl

Since there were significantly more child deaths in 1990 than 2000, it is not difficult to work out that the difference between UN
member states' commitments of 2000 on that (reaffirmed at the 2002 Sustainable Development summit) and the MDGs which
the exam boards claim were agreed in 2000, amounts to several million child deaths.
That is for the whole period 2000-15, assuming relatively constant progress (rather than sudden progress at the end after many
children die in interim years).
The problem is that teaching materials and other information sources are wrong.
Past papers are used for teaching.
If someone would like to say why the problem is minor or that no students would be interested in this, I would be interested in
the reasons.
Last edited by Matt Berkley;
erkl
21-06-2017 at 14:20. Reason: Clarification
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(Original post by Matt Berkley
erkl )
Since there were significantly more child deaths in 1990 than 2000, it is not difficult to work out that the difference
between UN member states' commitments of 2000 (reaffirmed at the 2002 Sustainable Development summit) and the
MDGs which the exam boards claim were agreed in 2000, amounts to several million child deaths.
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The problem is that teaching materials and other information sources are wrong.

Welcome Squad

If someone would like to say why the problem is minor or that no students would be interested in this, I would be
interested in the reasons.
This is an exam discussion. This is not the place for you to spew your unnecessary research.
Please stop crowding this thread. You are welcome to make a new thread if you wish.
Any more irrelevant posts will be deleted. This thread is not the place for this discussion.
Last edited by harryleavey; 21-06-2017 at 14:22.
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Good Luck All you Geographers with your results today. Hopefully you get the grades you want
Ryan CS
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Hope everyone got what they wanted! Got an A overall, with 374 UMS. Gutted that I just missed an A* overall by 3%, but
overjoyed with the A!

AliF98
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(Original post by AliF98)
Hope everyone got what they wanted! Got an A overall, with 374 UMS. Gutted that I just missed an A* overall by 3%,
but overjoyed with the A!

harryleavey
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Congratulations!
Did you get into the uni you wanted?

Welcome Squad

Spoiler: show 
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(Original post by harryleavey)
Congratulations!
Did you get into the uni you wanted?

AliF98

Spoiler: show 

Hey! Yeah, I got into the uni I wanted (thank god) - and you??
That's so weird. Hmm. I got 200 UMS last year, and 174 this year with 108 on the first paper and 66 on the report. I heard that
you need to get 90% this year to be able to get an A* and I got 87% this year, so I guess it comes down to that..? Not sure
though. Congratulations on the other hand, that result is amazing!!
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(Original post by AliF98)
Hey! Yeah, I got into the uni I wanted (thank god) - and you??
That's so weird. Hmm. I got 200 UMS last year, and 174 this year with 108 on the first paper and 66 on the report. I
heard that you need to get 90% this year to be able to get an A* and I got 87% this year, so I guess it comes down to
that..? Not sure though. Congratulations on the other hand, that result is amazing!!

harryleavey
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Same, I got into Warwick. Was dreading the thought of clearing yesterday.
Yeah A*'s are weird at A-level. I'm not sure I fully understand it.
This is what OCR say
'The A* at A Level will be awarded to candidates who achieve a grade A on the A Level overall – 80% on the uniform mark scale
(UMS) – and who also achieve at least 90% or more across the A2 units. For example, in a four-unit A Level which has a total of
400 UMS, 200 UMS are available for the A2 units. To achieve an A*, you need to achieve at least 320 UMS for the full A Level
(i.e. an A overall) and 180 or more for the A2 units. The A* will not be awarded for individual units or for the AS Level"
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(Original post by harryleavey)
Same, I got into Warwick. Was dreading the thought of clearing yesterday.

AliF98

Yeah A*'s are weird at A-level. I'm not sure I fully understand it.
This is what OCR say
'The A* at A Level will be awarded to candidates who achieve a grade A on the A Level overall – 80% on the uniform
mark scale (UMS) – and who also achieve at least 90% or more across the A2 units. For example, in a four-unit A
Level which has a total of 400 UMS, 200 UMS are available for the A2 units. To achieve an A*, you need to achieve at
least 320 UMS for the full A Level (i.e. an A overall) and 180 or more for the A2 units. The A* will not be awarded for
individual units or for the AS Level"
That's literally so annoying lol, so if I had gotten 3% more marks this year I would have received an A*... I'm sensing a remark is
in order perhaps. Thanks for the clarification btw, it makes so much more sense now though it's still so weird!
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I got 120/120 on Unit 3. Thanks to everyone who posted really useful stuff on here (looking at you @harryleavey
) A bit
annoyed about Unit 4 though as I had been consistently getting 60-70/70 but ended up getting 58/80 (B). I got a photocopy of
my script and I'm going to get my Geography teacher to check it to see whether its worth remarking. Congratulations to
everyone who got their grades and places in Uni.

Ryan CS

Spoiler: show 
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